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NOTHING BEATS THE ORIGINAL
The RECARO Classic Line

www.recaro-automotive.com

We took the traditional design of classic-look seats and brought it up to date to create the RECARO Classic Pole Position (ABE). 
This Classic version of our road-legal RECARO Pole Position (ABE) racing shell, developed from the RECARO shell for the 
Porsche 964 RS, means you no longer have to choose between authentic appearance and modern safety standards. 
With its timeless shape and classic vintage covers, this seat will look at home in even the most sporty of vehicle interiors.

Only RECARO seats have been personally checked by Walter Röhrl and given his approval for their superb characteristics. 
Our Classic seats are no exception. They are recognizable by the special “Approved by Walter Röhrl” seal.

Highland Heights, Ohio 44143 USA
Phone: 800-342-1414, www.stoddard.com

AUTHORIZED
PARTNER
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From Our President

Ted Stephens

Next Board Meeting(s); 
Dates: January & February TBD

Locations:  January & February TBD 

All new business proposals are to be submitted 5 days in advance of meetings  
This allows items to be added to the agenda 

Please send to noreditor@pobox.com

Good day fellow members,

Well, I’ve been ousted from my Presidential position. It was an early 
weekend evening on November 11th. Mr. Bill Taylor pushed me aside 
to take the role over for the next 2 years. Ok, maybe ousted was a little 
strong. In fact, I am proud to turn the reins to Bill; an active NORPCA 
member with as much passion as I have in this club. By January 1st 
2024, Bill will be well prepared to seamlessly execute his presidency. 
We also have 3 other capable folks running the board; Eric Hansen 
(VP), Jeanie Radcliffe (Secretary), and Lee Lorence (Treasurer). I will be 
staying on for my next 2-year term as “Past President”.

I want to thank each one of you for the very genuine support I 
have had for the past 2 years. Being a President of such a large group 
sometimes feels very lonely. The energy comes from the emails, and in-
person, support I’ve received over the past 2 years. 

Since the day I joined, I have been active in the club. From 
volunteering at many events to the club leadership. I am looking 
forward to attending 2024 events as a participant. 

Continue to support your club with volunteering and continue to 
support your club with your ideas! 

Sincerely,
Ted Stephens
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*President 
    Ted Stephens				  
    216-409-0458 
    ted.norpca@gmail.com
 *Vice President 
    Eric Hansen 
    440-554-7275 
    Eric.norpcarally@gmail.com
*Secretary 
    Dan Engel 
    612-889-2711 
    danpengel@gmail.com
*Treasurer 
    Brad Kennett 
    440-309-5002 
    bkennett@penskeautomotive.com
*Past President 
    Mike Garriga 
    216-408-5652 
    garrigamike@gmail.com
New Membership Chair 
    Chris Hammerschmidt 
    (440) 934-2074 
     cjhammer@me.com
Zone 4 Representative 
   Dave Stetson 
   614-286-5988 
    stetson.1@osu.edu
Social Director(s): 
    volunteer(s) needed
Chief Instructor 
    Bob Bryant 
    216-233-9481 
    lori.bryant@att.net
Autocross Co-Chairs 
   Doug Bradley 
   440-428-7043 
   bradleyd@adelphia.net 
 
   John Hulick 
   440-477-6543 (cell) 
   kingcone@aol.com

* = indicates voting member

2023 NORPCA OFFICERS / CHAIRS

Rallyemaster 
   Volunteer(s) Needed

Technical & Safety 
   Jim McFarland 
   440-655-4268 (cell) 
   jmcfarland@clevelandporsche.com

Advertising/Sponsor Coordinator 
   Mike Garriga 
   216-408-5652 
   garrigamike@gmail.com

Webmaster 
   Greg Fife 
   440-668-9666 
   greg.fife@yahoo.com

Social Media Director	  
   Ben Driss 
   330-212-2150  
   bdriss991@gmail.com

Tech Sessions:                                                           	
   Volunteer(s) Needed 

Concours:  
   Volunteer(s) Needed 

PLEASE NOTE: USE EMAIL BELOW  
FOR ALL NEWSLETTER 
COORESPONDENCE
Editor 
    Ben Driss 
    330-212-2150  
    noreditor@pobox.com
Photographer 
    Jim Erlandson    			 
    216-387-5158 
    rovingbroker@hotmail.com

Charity: LifeAct, a teen suicide 
prevention group (see page 23) 
https://www.lifeact.org

                         Please support our many advertisers and sponsors
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Thoughts From Your Editor
 
Ben Driss

Happy Holidays and Thank-You, 

Season’s greetings! As we head into December, with many of us 
busy getting ready for the holiday season, it’s a great time to look 
back on our safe & enjoyable NOR season and thank all our volunteers, 
chairpersons, and officers for putting together a wonderful 2023. 

For our December edition, we have a special page dedicated to our 
3 NOR members who were recently recognized at our NOR Annual 
meeting. Thank-You for your outsized contributions to NOR this year 
and for the past few years. We also want to thank our newly elected 
NOR Officers for volunteering for their new roles. Good luck :)

Also in this month’s edition, we welcome a new writer to the Guest 
Writer Series with a slightly related holiday themed article; we continue 
our “Puzzle Page” feature with a Winter theme, and our “History” series 
continues within the Modern Era, this time covering PCA Club Racing 
sponsored by our very own NOR at Nelson Ledges in 1999.

In event news, we have details for our last event of the season, a great 
Holiday Party set within the Cleveland Zoo, thanks to Ted Stephens & 
our 2024 HPDE weekends are already booked, thanks to Lori Bryant. 

As always, the best way to stay updated on events is to visit our 
website https://www.norpca.org/, under the Calendar tab. Also, for 
those looking to connect with others, or see what is being talked about, 
visit our NORPCA Facebook page, there is something new every day.

As always, please support our many advertisers, without them “Voices 
from the Trunk” may not be possible.

I hope everyone has a joyous & safe holiday season.

Ben Driss,
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Membership

Chris Hammerschmidt

MEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

NEW MEMBERS TOTAL MEMBERSHIP 11-2023

Total Members		  1,315
Primary Members	 842
New 			   4
Transfer In		  2
Transfer Out		  0
Lapsed			  12
Test Drive		  6

YRS   NAME				        YRS   NAME
59  Lester Checel			       8  Jim & Peggy Pilny
56  Scott & Linda Coverley		      7  David & Dotty Hiller
47  William & Carol Masler		      7  Robert & Robert Engel
45  Lynn Clark				        7  Glenn & Nada Kutner
44  John & Cheryl Hulick		      6  Rick & Elliott Wood
41  John & Sue Zemon			       5  Richard Irr
33  Jonathan & Christopher Veres	     4  Ray Pritchett
31  Ernie & Mary Puskas			      4  Bill & Kate Moss
30  Alan Olson				        4  Stefano & Jodi Marino
29  Ralph & Vera Waugh			      3  Joshua Payner
26  Edward & Lisa Nowak		      3  Dave Brickner
26  David Olivo & Jodie Oates		      3  Walter Brzozowski
24  Chris & Beverly Bartholomew	     3  Roger Urban
23  Craig & Mary Liechty		      3  Henry Duong
22  Tom & Katrina Leigh			      3  Chris Lowery
18  Keven & Marcia Tag			       3  Armando & Yvonng Manzo
17  Bob & Cary Straw			       2  Brad Lynch
17  David & Debbie Stahler		      2  Justin Cribbs
16  Bradford Sparks			       2  Jack Lent
16  Alan & Gayle Clapp			       2  Katherine Kurkov
15  James Flynn				       1  Gautam Pathak
14  Kris & Ken Tatter			       1  Benjamin Trevarthen
14  Peter & Emily Manring		      1  Dean Merrifield
13  Scot & Kathleen Bartholomew	     1  Jen Lehner
13  Ronald & Mary Schanfish		      1  Ken Mengay
12  Scott & Theresa Damel		      1  Nikolaos Skubas
10  Leonard & Maria Pollman		      1  Syed Shah
8  Anthony Marotta & Leslie Wazbinski	     1  Christian Tracey
8  John Harvey & Jennifer McAnlis	     1  Mike Lucas

NAME			   VEHICLE
Tom Donatelli	  	 2021 Cayenne
George Kafantaris	 2009 911 Turbo
Adrian Dalalau		  1974 911
Timothy Claes		  1998 Boxster
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Board Meeting Minutes

Dan Engel

Annual Meeting Minutes 11/11/2023 
(Pending formal approval at the next Board Meeting)

Attendees:  Ted Stephens, Eric Hansen, Brad Kennett, Dan Engel, Mike 
Garriga and 61 additional NOR members.

Previous Meeting Minutes –  No Board meeting was held in October. In 
January 2024, the Board will be asked to approve the minutes from the 
September 2023 Board meeting. The Board will also be asked to approve 
these minutes from the Annual Meeting held at Porsche Beachwood on 
Saturday 11/11/23. 

Updates from the President – Ted Stephens reviewed the significant 
NOR achievements and events during this year. He also presented three 
Presidential Service Awards:  ‘Volunteer of the Year’ – Kim LaFortune, 
‘Enthusiast of the Year’ – Karri Patrick and outgoing Past President Mike 
Garriga for his many years of ‘Dedication and Volunteerism.’   

Treasurer Report – Brad Kennett presented an overview of NOR’s 
financial condition for the previous 12 months (11/1/22 through 
10/31/2023). Highlighted were our sound bank balances, contributions 
to the NOR reserve accounts and the revenues and expenses from the 
events held during the past 12 months. 

Governance – Eric Hansen presented the current status of the NOR’s 
revised By-Laws under review by PCA national. This process will continue 
into 2024.  

Election of New Board Members – Dan Engel introduced the slate of 
Nominees for election to be the new NOR Board of Directors for 2024 
and 2025. Bill Taylor – Nominee for President, Eric Hansen  - Nominee for 
Vice President, Lee Lorence – Nominee for Treasurer and Jeanie Radcliffe 
– Nominee for Secretary. No write in nominees and no proxies were 
received prior to the meeting. Those attending were asked for a voice 
vote affirming the election of the new board, which was unanimous. Ted 
Stephens will become the new Past President of NOR in January 2024. 

Meeting Adjourned
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NORPCA

Local Events

2023 NORPCA Holiday Party

CLUB REG link; https://clubregistration.net/events/signUp.cfm/event/13777

When:    December 16, 2023 
Time:      5pm to 11pm 
Where:   Stillwater Place at the Cleveland Zoo 
               3900 Wildlife Way – Cleveland

Cost:       $105.00 per person

What:    A Holiday Party located at a unique setting you will never forget. 
The venue has views of the Waterfowl Lake, a spacious patio, and an 
outdoor fireplace. Along with our indoor Holiday Party, NORPCA attendees 
will all be granted free admission to walk the Zoo to check out the 1.5 million 
lights for their Wild Winter Lights!

The event will be catered with a wonderful dinner for all appetites;

     -    3 dinner appetizers 
     -    Chicken Marsala 
     -    Stuffed Shells with Marinara 
     -    Braised Short Rib with Fusion Style Sauce 
     -    Garlic Whipped Potatoes 
     -    Honey Dijon Malibu Carrots 
     -    Roasted Brussel Sprouts 
     -    And of course assorted cookies, deserts, and coffee

We will also have an open bar with liquor, domestic beer, imported beer, and 
4 different wine choices.

You can also look forward to a “year-in-review” slideshow and a band for 
your entertainment.

Ted Stephens
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NORPCA

Puzzle Page

Reprinted with permission from & Courtesy of © thewordsearch.com	
https://thewordsearch.com/

*answer key can be found; 
on our website https://www.norpca.org/, under the newsletter tab
on our NORPCA Facebook page, in the “Featured” area

© thewordsearch.com
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NORPCA

2024 High Performance Driver’s Education

NOR Announces Exciting 2024 Driver’s Education Events
 
If you’re feeling like the 2023 Driver’s Education season just ended you 
would be right! Time to turn our attention into the new year and get the 
2024 Driver’s Education events in your calendar.

NOR is happy to announce two exciting weekends at Mid Ohio Sports Car 
Course in Lexington OH. 
The spring weekend will be May 3-5 and the fall September 20-22.

Both of these events will follow our usual format of Friday lapping day for 
experienced drivers and Saturday and Sunday instructed days for drivers 
of all experience levels.

Both events are available to sign up now at:
 
www.clubregistration.net 
 
Plan now to join PCA friends at the best weekends you’ll have all year!
 
Questions? 
Lori Bryant 
Lori.bryant@att.net 
 
See you at the track!
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Part holiday tribute and part garage tour, the Porsche Club’s Christmas 
in July event was one to remember. Club members showed up in force 
to Michael Angelo’s Winery in Richfield, where they were invited to shop 
for wine, fresh baked bread and homemade cannoli as tour planners 
Keith Inniss, Karen Moyer and Les Checel laid out our plans. 

The tour began with a drive to Cuyahoga Valley National Park, past 
cyclists and a bustling Szalay’s farm market and through the Valley on 
our way to downtown Akron. Our first stop was a cluster of buildings 
on Broadway belonging to a leader in commercial and residential 
interior designs, Jones Group Interiors. For a company that specializes in 
head-turning holiday displays for high-end homes and businesses, the 
headquarters are rather unassuming. But this stop was full of surprises.

Inside a warehouse, members were greeted by an incredible 
sight—fully lit fir trees, twinkling tree branches, life-sized reindeer, 
giant ornaments, ribbons, lanterns and more. As one employee 
explained, these are the tools of the holiday-decorating trade. Visions 
of sugarplums danced right in front of our eyes as we moved into a 
bejeweled and bedecked Christmas retail shop that unfolded over 
several rooms and scenes. 

And then…the real present under the tree: Our tour guide took us to 
the basement of the business where he revealed Bob and Eric Jones’ 
antique car collection, inviting us to open up the vehicles, touch and sit 
in anything we liked. 

NORPCA					     Guest Writer Series 
 
Annie Murmann			   Christmas in July Tour
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NORPCA					     Guest Writer Series 
 
Annie Murmann			   Christmas in July Tour

Our guide explained that as Bob’s business had grown over the last 
50 years so had his car collection, reaching its height of over 115 cars 
before Bob passed away in 2021. Bob’s son Eric Jones has taken over the 
business and continues to curate the museum-quality car collection. At 
the time of our visit, several vehicles in the collection were out on lease 
for a movie shoot. 

Highlights included a Ford Model TS and Model AS, a ‘50 Oldsmobile 
and a ‘63 split window Corvette. All vehicles were in pristine driving 
condition with low mileage. But, as our guide pointed out, the neon 
signs, service station pumps and memorabilia that dressed the “sets” for 
these vehicles might even be worth more than the cars themselves. 

Inside the Christmas Shop

From downtown, it was just a short drive over to the aptly named 
Akron Ice House, where we met owners, Justin and Emily. Our 
knowledgeable hosts explained that the building had a long and 
interesting history as the only ice house to serve the city of Akron—and 
shared a few of the unique challenges of renovating the space.

Founded by The Klages Coal & Ice Company in 1879, workers would 
saw chunks of ice from Akron’s lakes and transport them by horse 
and carriage to the Ice House where it was stored in the six story brick 
building insulated by 18” walls of cork. 
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NORPCA					     Guest Writer Series 
 
Annie Murmann			   Christmas in July Tour

Today, the couple lives in the renovated loft and operates a graphic 
design studio out of the space—427 Design. The massive building also 
houses Justin’s vehicle collection, which includes motorbikes, Corvettes 
and a Cadillac engine that once belonged to Chuck Berry.

Our fourth and final stop of the day was the private residence of new 
members Saule and Mar Narbutaitis. Mar is a metal artist so the couple’s 
beautiful property is dotted with interesting sculptures and art. They 
also share a love of cars. We found a Jaguar with a Corvette engine and 
a ‘66 911 T in the garage and a well-loved MG in the driveway. The day 
concluded with delicious Italian offerings from Vaccaro portable kitchen, 
music by Joe Sasina and conversation in our hosts’ shady back yard. 

All in all, it was a perfect day, 
the kind that combines 
exceptional cars and 
interesting places with great 
friends, old and new. 

                  Tour Guides Keith Inniss & Karen Moyer

Special thank you to event 
photographer Isaac Lewin.

Annie is a NORPCA member and owner of Digital River Media, a digital marketing agency 
(www.digitalriver.media / 330-224-5542).
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NORPCA 
 
2023 NOR Awards

At the 2023 NOR Annual Meeting, 
held on Saturday November 11th 

at Porsche of Beachwood, 
3 members were recognized for their club contributions. 

Congratulations to our 3 recipients.

						      Karri Patrick for 
						      “Enthusiast of the Year”

						      Kim LaFortune for 		
						      “Volunteer of the Year”

						      NOR Past President
						      Mike Garriga for
						       “Dedication & Volunteerism
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NORPCA

PCA National

Enter the Fall 2023 Member Raffle for a 
chance to win a Porsche 718 Spyder RS!

•	 by PCA Staff

Each fall and spring, Porsche Club of America opens a member only 

raffle, in which you, the member, may purchase entries for a chance to 

win a brand-new Porsche. For the Fall 2023 Member Only Raffle, the first 

grand prize is a 2024 718 Spyder RS plus $25,000. Subsequent grand 

prizes are a 2024 718 Cayman or 718 Boxster Style Edition plus $25,000. 

All entries received by December 8, 2023 will be accepted into the raffle. 

Remember: More entries equals more grand prizes.
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NORPCA							        
 
PCA National

2006123456 - Chesapeake

John Doe

DOWNLOAD YOUR

PCA Digital 
Membership Card

PCA members can now opt 
in to the digital membership 
card, available for Apple and 

Android digital wallets. 
It’s easy and quick to 

download! Once in your 
wallet, your card  

is easily accessible  
when you need it.

VISIT PCADIGITALCARD.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION
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Like us on Facebook to learn more
about product updates, sales and more.

Got questions about safety products? 
We can help you choose the correct safety

equipment for your vehicle, needs and budget.

SAVE
10% 

on your next order

(Valid on orders over $75 on most items)

Promocode: 
APEX

(843) 299-0997    www.apexperformance.net
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NORPCA 
 
2023 Election Results

At the 2023 NOR Annual Meeting, 
held on Saturday November 11th 

at Porsche of Beachwood, 
elections were held for our 4 Officer positions. 
Congratulations & Thank You for volunteering.

Pictured L to R are; Eric Hansen–Vice President, Lee Lorence–Treasurer,  
Bill Taylor–President, Jeanie Radcliffe–Secretary 
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MAPLECREST

FARM
LESSONS-TRAINING
BOARDING-SALES

JUDGING
MEREDITH GIERE
6530 Miller Road

Brecksville, Ohio 44141
(216) 526-5816
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RELAX
knowing you have the coverage you need

Z Zito Insurance Agency
Advice.  Protection.  Trust.

Commercial   |   Life   |   Health   |   Disability   |   Group Benefits   |   Homeowner |   Auto

1.800.527.6174  |  www.zitoinsurance.com  |  Rocky River  |  Mentor
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NORPCA

The Mart: Classifieds & Name Badges

Ad space provided at no cost to NORPCA members
Items are listed for 4 months (subject to available space)

� Email all ads to:  noreditor@pobox.com 
� To repeat an ad, please resubmit it. If item is sold, please contact the editor.

NORPCA members:
Get your Newly designed and updated NORPCA name badges available 
now in the NORPCA WebStore for $24.50
To order Contact Glenn Kutner at 216-618-1910 / glenn@logohio.com

All your PRINT + PROMOTIONAL 
needs in one place!
www.logohio.com

Check out our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/logohio/

CARS:
1986 944, Runs well, good oil pressure. New 
paint and seat covers. Needs not much to make 
great. Have a fistful of receipts from Steinel’s.         
John Blair 440-476-2480. 	 Jcblair145@yahoo.
com				          10/23

PARTS:
Track tires and rims for Porsche 996. New 
BFG G Force R1S tires  2 - 225/40ZR18 & 2  - 
265/35ZR18. Turbo Twist style rims. $1,000
Located in Independence OH. Kurt Klingmann 
440-862-4586. 	 krklingmann@gmail.com
				         07/23
PedalBox™  plug-in gas throttle tune for 2014 
– 2018 Porsche Macan S. BRAND NEW in box, 
NEVER USED,  $200 Normally sells for $300 new. 
I purchased for our second Macan S which never 
materialized.  Easy plug-in under gas pedal; 
Made in Germany; reduces turbo lag, gives faster 
acceleration; makes the Macan S much more 
fun to drive. It simply recalibrates pedal travel to 
provide improved throttle response. Three basic 
modes: City, Race, Stock. On my first Macan S, I 
kept mine in full race mode all the time! North 
Royalton, Russ Donda at rdonda@synogen.com, 
or call 352-222-5657 		       07/23
996 black Fister mufflers (hardly used) and 
Fabspeed chrome quad tips (never used).  To 
be sold as package-$600.  Located in Bath 
Township.  Jim Kraus at jkraus6@roadrunner.
com or call 330-962-4290. 		       09/23

944 & 968 Remanufactured Torque Tubes
* New double shielded high quality bearings. 
12,000 RPM Rated                                                                           
* CNC Delrin bushings machined to match the 
various shaft sizes.                                                                         
* Reconditioned shaft w/ gauge inspection.
* Tube barrel honed for smooth safe carrier 
insertion.
* Reconditioned Carrier Assemblies.
* State of the art designed tools for precise 
carrier placement.
* New insertion machine system for a non-
impact/non-damaging carrier removal & 
installation.
* Sandblasted & Hi-Temp ceramic painted finish.
* High quality craftsmanship
* 10 years of track day tested durability
* Five-year parts warranty 
$700.00 w/core  Bud Hoffmann - Chardon, 
Ohio; Phone: 440-279-7383 or email: telebud@
roadrunner.com			        11/23
Like new in the box Porsche Charge-o-mat Pro 
battery charger and alligator clips extension kit. 
Sells at Porsche dealer  with tax $279. First taker 
gets it at $150 ! Gary Zamler gzam007@gmail.
com or call 216-333-8088		       11/23
Four 2003-2008 BBS Cayenne wheels. Porsche 
part number 95536213609A1, 18” x 8” rims with 
a 5 x 130mm bolt pattern. Center caps and TPMS 
sensors included $450.00 or first reasonable 
offer, located in Huron/Vermilion. Rob, 440-336-
6187, Text / email for pictures. robkammer16@
gmail.com			       11/23
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DEADLINE for articles and ads is before the 15th of the prior month.

For example, to be published in the December edition of the VOICES, 
please have the article / ad to the Editor by November 15th.
This will ensure that “Voices from the Trunk” is published by the 1st 
week of the month. 

We are excited to announce the addition of active hyperlinks for our 
sponsors on our website; https://www.norpca.org/.

Thanks, 
Ben Driss
noreditor@pobox.com

 2023 NOR PCA Ad Opportunities
	  

Full Page, 1/3 Page, 1/2 Page

Please contact; 
   Mike Garriga, Advertising & Sponsor Coordinator    

216-408-5652 / garrigamike@gmail.com

Thank you and we appreciate your support. 
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NORPCA                   	                “THE HISTORY” Series

Don Velcio                	                  (a continuing series)

Northern Ohio Region, Porsche Club of America
The History – Volume III, The Modern Era – Chapter 26 – NOR PCA 
Club Racing, Nelson Ledges 1999

In chapter 25 we talked about the emergence of PCA Club Racing in 
1992 and the hugely successful 1995 PCA Club Race at the Mid-Ohio 
Sports Car Course.  PCA Club Racing was in rapid growth mode, becoming 
what is now the largest single-marque racing series in the world with over 
2,000 licensed racers and currently 27 races per season.

In the Northern Ohio Region, many of our members had entered Club 
Racing in 1995 and were continuing to race in PCA, SCCA, vintage, and 
professional series.  Enthusiasm for Club Racing was very high in our 
region and all PCA at the time. Under the leadership of NOR President 
Denis Moore, the NOR board approved putting on a Club Race at the 
Nelson Ledges Road Course. Larry Katz and I were selected as the Club 
Race co-chairmen. Larry, Denis, and I worked for roughly one and one-half 
years planning the first ever PCA Club Race at Nelson Ledges which took 
place September 18-19, 1999.

Proudly wearing 1995 Mid-Ohio Club Racing T-shirts at an NOR Mid-Ohio DE,
Don and Larry are planning NOR’s first Club Race. Adult beverages aided the planning.
Photo courtesy of “Racer” Katz
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Planning a PCA Club Race, when there was no template to follow, was 
a huge endeavor.  I remember Denis and myself driving to Indiana to 
observe how a Club Race was conducted at Putnam Park. Returning 
home, we knew that we could hold a Club Race that the region would be 
proud of.

In Chapter 24 we talked about the complexities of hosting a Driver 
Education event to PCA standards. Hosting our first Club Race was 
like hosting a DE on steroids. First, we needed to comply with PCA DE 
standards due to the Friday DE and Test-n-Tune. Second, we needed to 
comply with PCA Club Race standards which were significantly higher 
than DE, especially as they pertained to at-track paramedics and medical 
doctor. Third, we needed to comply with our own very high standards 
for the social dinner. And finally, we needed swag, and plenty of it.  As 
businessmen running this show, we understood that swag is a valuable 
marketing tool to build brand awareness and loyalty.

We have all heard the story that it takes a village. To put on this event, 
it took a region. Larry, Denis, and I assembled a Club Race Committee.  
Each member of the committee was known to us and, when asked to 
volunteer, stepped up to fill the large shoes that needed filling. Besides 
the chairmen and NOR President Ron Marthaller and then past-president 
Denis Moore, the Club Race Committee consisted of a registrar, track 
announcer, equipment manager, dinner manager, hospitality hostess, 
medical director, pit and grid director, publicity manager, scrutineering 
manager, sponsorship solicitor, steward’s assistant, timing and scoring, 
trophies and swag coordinator, video producer, volunteer manager, 
waivers manager, and more. I won’t name each member of the 
committee  ̶  you know who you are and how greatly appreciated you are.

In 1999, Nelson Ledges Road Course was not even remotely in as good 
condition as it is currently, under the ownership and management of 
Brian Ross. The track was bumpy, had sections of broken pavement, was 
full of patches, but also had some repaved areas. As we fondly called it, 
the “Nelsonring” was not a world-class racing facility like Mid-Ohio, rather 
it was a fun place to have club-level racing. If you’ve visited Nelson 
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Ledges recently, you’ve seen all new pavement and curbing, a new mobile 
bathroom trailer, a new RV dump station, completely rebuilt tech center, 
refurbished timing tower, paved access roads, and much more. In 1999, 
Nelson Ledges was to road racing what northeast Ohio public roads were 
to street driving – like racing on bumpy, patched, pot-holed public roads.  
Some laughingly called that real road racing.

With a Driver Education and Test-n-Tune on Friday, NOR’s first PCA Club 
Race took place on September 18-19, 1999. 

Part of my job as event chair was to report to the PCA Club Racing 
National Chairman, Monte Smith,  about the event. Following this chapter, 
please see the letter that Monte received.

In the next two chapters we’ll talk about the 2000 and 2001 PCA Club 
Races hosted by NORPCA at Nelson Ledges. We’ll look at a bit of Club 
Racing highly-collectible swag. We’ll talk about how PCA Club Racing has 
evolved from those early days until the present.

Please help the author collect the history of NORPCA. Send him your 
favorite memories and photos of NOR members, cars, and events. Send to 
Don at norpca.history@gmail.com. Thank you.



|27|

NORPCA                   	                 “THE HISTORY” Series

Don Velcio                	                   (a continuing series)

October 7, 1999
Mr. Monte Smith
PCA Club Racing National Chairman
6756 North Fork Road
Liberty, UT 84310
Dear Monte:
The first PCA Club Race at Nelson Ledges has been recently concluded and we thought it 
was a great success.
The Nelson Ledges Fast Track Challenge was successful for a number of reasons and one 
of these was the great support provided to Northern Ohio Region (NOR) by our sponsors.  
NOR is blessed with three Porsche dealers, Porsche-only service providers, and successful 
racingrelated club members who all contributed financially to our event.  NOR would 
not have been able to put on this event without the financial support and commitment of 
personnel by our sponsors.
The second reason for this inaugural race’s success lies with NOR’s Club Race Committee 
and local PCA members. Every member of our committee worked hard to execute our game 
plan. And as every businessperson knows, good planning together with good execution 
results in success.
A third significant reason for success lies with the PCA national crew who stewarded, 
scrutinized, and timed our event. Pat Moyle came up with the brilliant idea of making Nelson 
Ledges the first PCA “double national” event with two feature races on Sunday for each run 
group. Since our preentry list was composed of just over 60 racers, we ran two run groups 
with everyone getting lots of track time, 7-lap practice start/fun races, and two 15-lap feature 
races. Our national scrutineer and timer were both fair and efficient.  We had a great national 
team to complement our local committee.
The final reason for the success of the event was the local region’s attention to detail.

•	 The event headquarters was at a brand-new, high-quality Hilton hotel with a great rate.
•	 The race was named after one of our major sponsors, Fred Baker Porsche.
•	 The often-used paddock tent was named after another of our major sponsors, Stoddard 

Imported Cars. The Stoddard Pavilion was used for registration of driver education (Friday) 
and racing (Friday and Saturday); driver education classroom meetings; timing sheet 
distribution of race practice, qualifying, and finals; tables with flower centerpieces; and the 
awards meeting.

•	 Steinel’s Autowerks provided tech inspection for the driver’s education event, the test-n tune 
for racers, and assisted the national scrutineer in race tech inspection. National scrutineer 
Tom Charlesworth was overheard commenting that he wished every club race had a tech 
team as competent and helpful as Eric Steinel’s crew.

•	 The event dinner was held at Fred Baker’s, the Porsche dealer nearest to the track.  NOR 
bought a catered all-you-can-eat barbecue, provided soft drinks and malted beverages, and 
requested PCA club racing national sponsor Bob Mazza to provide the wine. We also invited 
our region’s membership to attend the dinner as our September social event. The dinner had 
about 250 attendees   ̶ probably one of the largest and best club racing dinners ever seen 
anywhere.
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The track itself is a very fast 2-mile facility. While not as smooth as Mid-Ohio, Nelson Ledges 
was compared to club tracks that PCA often races at all around the country. First-timers 
racing at the Nelsonring quickly learned that you must drive on the line and stay on the 
pavement to avoid a consultation with the national scrutineer or steward. The racers liked 
the venue because it is a fun club-racing track. And did I mention that the track is fast?  Don 
Stiles, racing his 962, averaged nearly 120 mph on track while lapping the entire field in his 
two feature races.  And the GT cars racing against Stiles were turning laps in 1 minute, ten 
seconds on a 2-mile road course. Yes, this is a fast track challenge.
My co-chairman, Larry Katz, made a point of going to each car on the grid of the final races 
to speak with the drivers and thank them for supporting our region. Almost without exception, 
they responded how much they enjoyed the racing and the hospitality provided by NOR. 
Many racers said that they hoped we would be putting on the race next year and looked 
forward to coming back.  Larry and I were approached numerous times at the dinner and 
during the weekend by racers who expressed similar feelings ... lots of good racing and a fun 
time had by all. Of course, marvelous weather didn’t hurt the cause!
Let me share with you some of the written and oral feedback that NOR has received 
regarding this race:
•	 Hans Wichter, president of Stoddard Imported Cars, and Fred Baker, our major sponsors, 

both thought that the event was very well done. Fred raced in two races and Hans commented 
after the race that he wished he still had his old track car.

•	 John McGill, Nelson Ledges track manager, wrote us about the “good event put on by good 
people.” John thanked us for coming and invited us back again next year.

•	 Lisa Musante, president of the Connecticut Valley PCA Region, on behalf of the CVR race 
enthusiasts attending the race, thanked us for a wonderful event well worth the trip.

•	 National steward Pat Moyle wrote, “Northern Ohio Region did a magnificent job organizing 
and running this event.  They had good sponsorship  and recognized their sponsors at every 
opportunity.  It’s a pity more racers did not avail themselves of their wonderful hospitality. Sign 
me up for next year. This was a class event put on by class people.”

In summary, NOR feels that it put on a highly successful Porsche Club Race at Nelson  
Ledges Road Course on September 18 and 19, 1999. We hope to see you at next year’s 
Nelson Ledges Fast Track Challenge.
Very truly yours,

Don
Donald G. Velcio, 

Co-chairman, 1999

Fred Baker Porsche • Stoddard Imported Cars, Inc.• Steinel’s Autowerks • Ferry Industries Inc.
Autobahn Extremist  • Arras Group • Fast Forward • Sunnyside Porsche
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